WATER BAPTISM

Introduction

A. 	There are three ordinances (sacramental compliances/executions – patterns of behaviour – things we must do as appointed in the New Testament for all Christians:

1. The Lord’s Supper
2. Christian baptism
3. Anointing the sick with oil

The principle in each of these ordinances is the same. 

· Believe it in the heart, 
· then confess with the mouth, 
· Act out (do) that what we believe and confess. 

To remember something we must hear it, see it and do it. (40%- 60% -80%)

The anointing of the sick with oil is a picture of the Holy Spirit who is typified by the oil. The Holy Spirit will give life to the physical body of the believer. (Healing)

Romans 8:11

11	But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

We declare our faith by allowing the Elders to anoint our bodies with oil. 
The oil does not heal us, it is just a picture of the Holy Spirit that will heal our bodies and is done in obedience to what God instructs us to do.
(This is very important – the oil has no power, it is just oil.  Occultist believe that the oil has power, that whatever they use “stones” etc has power. It is nonsense. Believing that oil or stones or anything else has power is the same as worshipping Idols. The healing comes from God. What we find difficult to accept is that Satan gives people sicknesses. God is Good and He is Love and  shall not give us anything that is bad. God will however allow Satan to give us a sickness. To confuse people, Satan will also take away a sickness to make people believe in Idols. We must therefore be very careful and ensure that we pray to God, believe that God is the Healer, and glorify God for healing) (The same applies to the water when we are baptised. The water cannot remove our sins, it is just a symbol that allows us to act out what we believe – that we are spiritually cleansed by the blood of Jesus. We go under the water as the “old me” and come out the water as the” new me”.  It is an act of obedience. Obedience is of vital importance. Refusing to be obedient is rebellion against God. Rebellion is as witchcraft. It is evil, serving Satan. Spiritual adultery. An abomination in God’s eyes. 

B. Matt. 28:19–20
19	Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fatherand of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20	teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen

Go and “make disciples” of all nations. The outward act that indicates submission to discipleship is water baptism. 

The Pastor must then teach them to observe all things that Jesus commanded the disciples to do. 
(It is however of vital importance that the person being baptised must know in advance what it means and what it entails. Most people take baptism lightly and do not realise what they are doing. )  

Mathew 10:7-8
· Andas you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
· Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
· Raise the dead, 
· Cast out demons.

This must be done until Jesus come again.  NO modern version for today. We can not leave out any of it. 

Even raising the dead is still possible. It is not us that are doing it, it is God -Jesus -Holy Spirit. (Spiritually, people are being raised from the dead every day. Every time a person becomes a Christian, that person has been raised from the dead.-spiritually dead to be spiritually alive.)


Mark 16:15–16

15	And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every nation. 
16	He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 

I. Four Main Requirements for Baptism

A. Acts 2:38

38	Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit

You must:
· Repent, i.e., turn from your own way and submit to God. (Repent is not just asking for forgiveness of sin. It is breaking away from  the sin. Overcoming sin. Who is sin? Satan. We must overcome all evil. How do we overcome evil –being delivered from all unclean spirits that effects us. ) 



B. Mark 16:16

16	He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.
You must:
· Believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 



C. Matt. 28:19–20.

19	Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fatherand of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen 
(Teaching can come only after baptism because you must accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour before the Holy Spirit can help you to understand the Bible) 

You must:
· be taught, 

YOU MUST COMMIT YOURSELF TO DISCIPLESHIP 

D. 1 Pet. 3:21

21	There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

You must be able to answer God with a good conscience. 

A child cannot do any of the above.A new-born child should be taken to church and be presented to God and the Pastor must bless the child. NO baptism. Child baptism is no more than just dedicating the child to become a Christian.  


II. Examples from the Book Of Acts
A. Acts 2:41—If we “gladly receive” God’s Word, we will be baptized.

41	Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them


B. Acts 8:36—Philip preached “Jesus” to the eunuch. As a result, he knew immediately that he needed to be baptized.

36	Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See,here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?”

Baptism should be as soon as possible after conversion. Not weeks or months after. 

C. Acts 9:18—Paul was baptized immediately after he was converted (compare Acts
22:16).

18	Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.


D. Acts 10:47–48—Peter “commanded” the Gentiles to be baptized. This was the outward sign that the Jewish Christians accepted these Gentiles as fellow believers.

47“	Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 
48	And he commanded them to be baptized in the name ofthe Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.


E. Acts 16:33—Paul told the jailer that he could be saved through faith in Christ.
Immediately after being saved, he and his household were baptized.

33	And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized.


F. Acts 19:5—When these disciples of John the Baptist heard the message of Christ preached by Paul, they were immediately baptized.

5	When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus


III. Spiritual Significance of Water Baptism

A. Rom. 6:3–11—Identification with Christ in death, burial and resurrection.

3	Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized intoChrist Jesus were baptized into His death? 
4	Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism intodeath,that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also shouldwalk in newness of life.
5	For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, (we have become planted together to the likeness of His death) certainly we also shall be in thelikeness of His resurrection,
6	knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body ofsin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 
7	For he who has died has beenfreed from sin. 
8	Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 
9	knowingthat Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.
10	For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.
11	Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus ourLord.

We are dead to sin because our old man died with Christ on the cross. We are buried in a water grave as was Jesus buried in a tomb. We are  raised from the grave by the Holy Spirit same as Jesus was raised by the Holy Spirit from the dead. 

We rely totally on God to raise you from the dead and to make us a new being. Jesus said – Father in your hands I give my spirit. We must also submit totally to God.

B. 1 Cor. 15:2–6—The gospel consists of three simple facts. All three are contained
in baptism 

2	by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.
3	For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4	and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 
5	and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 
6	After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.

Colossians 2:12

12	buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

Colossians 3:1-4

1	If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at theright hand of God. 
2	Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3	For you died, and yourlife is hidden with Christ in God. 
4	When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with
Him in glory.

Someone that has died cannot continue to do the things they did when they were alive. 

IV. Old Testament Patterns

A. 1 Pet. 3:20–21;

20	who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were savedthrough water. 
21	There is also an antitype (something that was foreshadowed in the Old Testament of something that will happen in the New Testament) which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filthof the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of JesusChrist.
NOTE: ONLY EIGHT PEOPLE WERE SAVED – how many will be saved now?

1 Cor. 10:1–2, 6,11

1	Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 
2	all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
6	Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted.  
11	Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were
written for our admonition, (warning/ reprimand) upon whom the ends of the ages have come.
The Old Testament is of critical importance to us to know how to live and what is expected of us. 

1. Entering into the ark (= Christ) we pass through the water (= baptism)
2. Every Israelite delivered out of Egypt passed through a double baptism:
a. “In the cloud” = in the Holy Spirit
b. “In the sea” = in water
B. These are patterns for us. Final separation from Egypt was accomplished through the water. (Our Egypt is the “old me”)
As the Israelites placed their faith in the blood of the lamb, so we place our faith in the blood of Jesus.  
The water saved the Israelites from the Egyptians – the water killed the Egyptians. So does the water save us from Satan. Satan has no hold on us anymore. The water destroys Satan and his demons – (if we are obedient and follow the instructions for baptism)
[bookmark: _GoBack]If we have problems, we should examine ourselves and go back to the crossroads and look for the ancient ways and walk on them.  
As the cloud protected the Israelites so the Holy Spirit protects us against Satan. But we must stay under the cloud. We must not wonder of and get outside the cloud. Outside we are not protected. 
If we apply baptism correctly and we stay under the cloud, there should be no need for deliverance afterwards. 

